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Initial comments

« I'm talking about societies that support individuals as
members rather than societies that support institutions as
members

« So I'm not addressing specifically issues around the
organisation of societies such as ECSS, CRA, CPHC (UK)

« But some comments before I go on
— Diversity

— Departmental Evaluation — there be dragons! Cf. UK
RAE/REF exercise and university league tables
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Where did it all begin?
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The Royal Society started as a group of approximately 12 scientists, known as the Invisible College, which met at a variety of locations,
including the houses of their members and Gresham College. Members at particular times were John Wilkins, Jonathan Goddard, Robert
Hooke, Christopher Wren, William Petty, and Robert Boyle. The group discussed the "new science”, as promoted by Francis Bacon in his
New Atlantis, from approximately 1645 onwards.™¥! It initially had no rules or methods, and the primary goals were to organise and view
experiments and communicate their discoveries to each other ™ The group varied over time, eventually splitting into two distinct factions in
1638 due to travel distances; the London Society and the Owxford Society. The Oxford Society was more active owing to the fact that many

PUHU?U?S members of the overall College lived there, and was established as The Fhilosophical Society of Oxford, run under a set of rules still retained
ananha by the Bodleian Library.!*
Pyccruni
simple Enghish The London group continued to meet at Gresham College, [;:urirnari!_:,fr after lectures hosted by Christopher Wren. The membership expanded at
Slovending this time, growing to include Lord Brouncker and Timothy Clarke ' It was forced to disband in 1658 during_t_he English Protectorate following
SloveniEina soldiers invading their rooms; after the English Restoration, t_he1.,.r returnad to meeting at Gresham College ™ It is widely held that these groups

oL were the inspiration for the foundation of the Royal Society. ™
Sorant f g8
Cpnckn ! Srpski An alternate view of the founding, held at the time, was that it was due to the influence of French scientists and the Montmor Academy in .
Suomi 1657, reports of which were sent back to England by English scientists attending. This view was held by Jean-Baptiste du Hamel, Giovanni Societ
Svenska Domenico Cassini, Bernard le Bovier de Fontenelle and Melchisédech Thévenot at the time, and has some grounding in that Henry Oldenburg,
Tiirkce the Society’s first Secretary, had attended the Montmor Academy meeting.[r: Fobert Hooke, however, disputed this, writing that:
_Br’izpnag:lcizfa [Cassini] makes, then, Mr Oldenburg to have been the instrument, who inspired the English with a desire to imitate the French, in having Philoso)
T ' and that this was the occasion of founding the Royal Society, and making the French the first. | will not say, that Mr Oldenburg did rather inspire -

English, or, at least, did help them, and hinder us. But tis well known who were the principal men that began and promoted that design, both in tl
that a long while before Mr Oldenburg came into England. And not only these Philosophic Meetings were before Mr Oldenburg came from Paris;
begun before he came hither; and those who then knew Mr Oldenburg, understood well enough how little he himself knew of philosophic matter

On 28 Movember 1660, a group of scientists from and influenced by the Invisible College met at Gresham College and announced the formation of a "Col
-Mathematical Experimental Leaming”, which would meet weekly to discuss science and run experiments. At the second meeting, Sir Robert Maray ani
of the gatherings, and a Royal Charter was signed on 15 July 1662 which created the "Royal Society of London”, with Lord Brouncker serving as the first
Charter was signed on 23 April 1663, with the King noted as the Founder and with the name of "The Royal Society of London for the Improvement of Mat)
was appointed as Curator of Experiments in November. This initial royal favour has continued, and since then every monarch has been the patron of the .
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Join Royal Society email newsletters
Subscribe to our podcasts

Follow us on twitter, facebook and youtube
Find maps and directions

Contact the Royal Society

Support our work

CELEBRATE
350 YEARS

0
(D& THE ROYAL SOCIETY

About us Priorities  Fellowship Governance History Reporting Recruitment b

About us

The Royal Society is a Fellowship of the world's

most eminent scientists and is the oldest

Fi

scientific academy in continuous existence. We

: s i President Trustees'
aim to expand the frontiers of knowledge by —— Th I
iyl . £8d soouUt our & annua

championing the development and use of e o . Sanent i
eslgent. LO BEE O eport InC

science. mathematics. engineering and medicine bl R

for the benefit of humanity and the good of the

planet. L.
Our mission
Our pricrities address the future of science in the o )
UK and beyond. We aim to invest in future Tetesponc e BonlEss of dnowhekie h
champicning the development and use
mathamatics. engineering and medicin

benefit of humanity and the good of the

scientific leaders and in innovatien; influence
policymaking with the best scientific advice;
invigorate science and mathematics education;

increase access to the best science Our prinrities
internaticnally; and inspire an interast in the joy.

e e m Invest in future scientific leaders an
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The Society has three roles: it is the UK academy of science promating the natural and applied sciences. a

learned society. and a funding agency.

As the UK's independent national academy. the Society represents the British scientific community within

Britain and in relations with individuals and groups of scientists throughout the world.

Az a leamed society. the Scciety publishes seven
peer-reviewed journals. including Phiosophica!
Transactions of the Aoyal Society the world's
oldest scientific title. Awards for outstanding
achievement are made each year in the form of

medals, prizes and prize lectureships. The Society

also hosts various events including conferences,
lectures and discussion meetings and houses one
of the world's most important collections of 17™
and 18" century scientific journals and books in
its library.

As a funding agency. the Society supports more
than 460 post-doctoral fellowships and 17
professorships. We also provide grants for mare
than 3.000 =cientists from the UK and abroad 1o
undertake research and participate in visits,
projects and conferences. Our funding schemes
are dezigned to enhance the UK science base
and foster collaboration between UK-based and

Overseas scientists.

The Society iz governed by an elected Council of
21 Fellows which is headed bv the President
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IN MANY
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OF THE 4
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 For A “:;ﬂy,-:nd 1666,

Inthe SAVOT,

excitement of scientific discovery
m Increase access o the best science
internationally

Address
G - 9 Carlton House Terrace. London SW1Y SAG

Directions

Carlton House Terrace is just off Waterloo Place.
between Pall Mall and The Mall. [t is five minutes
walk to Piccadilly Circus underground station and
ten minutes to Charing Cross mainlineg and
underground stations. or 20 minutes through 5t
James's Park to Victoria. Trafalgar Square. and all
bus services through it. are also very close.

Have you found these "About us' pages helpful?

Comments

€ Intemet | Protected Mode: On
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Association of Computing Machinery

« Started in 1947

« The world’s largest educational and scientific computer
soclety
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Association for
Computing Machinery

Advancing Compurting as a Science & Profession

you are here: home

ACHM myACHM

= Home

Welcome

o
» Special Interest Groups

(SIGs)

.

= Publications

= Membership and career resources.

= Digital Library

e Advancing Computing as a Science and a Profession

= Educational Activities ACM has resources for everyone

» Online Books & Courses With our leading Digital Library of computer science literature, world-class
b Career & joh Genter publications, online books and courses, professional and student member
benefits, and institutional packages — ACM will enrich your professional,

= Chapters ) )
educational, and research life.

= Conferences

» Calendar of Events

Announcements
= Awards
= Boards & Committees Thursday, October 7, 2010
= Public Policy Service Notice - Full service has been restored to all of our sites,
= ACM Blogs including online renewals.

R ACM Transactinns on Commatation Theorv FTOCT) Seakinn Fditor-in-Chief

[« searc

ACM, the world's largest educational and scientific computing society, delivers resources that advance computing
provides the computing field's premier Digital Library and serves its members and the computing profession with

Featured Items at acm.org

Why is K-12
Grows?
System Failure
education sta
launched

ACM Issues Stat
Education Repori
- Education Policy ¢
- ACM Press Release | Director Stephen:
Computer Science

[MEVEEFACY— New ACM Me
Campaign Lal
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Association of Computing Machinery

Journals — through Publications Board
Conferences — through SIGs
Awards, particularly the Turing Award

Fellowship, senior membership levels and distinguished services
recognition

Increasingly driven by issues around policy and professionalism
~100,000 members and rising

But this is tiny compared to the numbers of people working in
computing around the world

11
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ACM Regional Initiatives

e Europe
e India
e China

— deal with the Chinese Computer Society (CCS)

12
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Association for
Computing Machinery

Advancing Computing as a Science & Profession

—

you are here: home — europe

ACM myACM

Home
Membership
Publications
Digital Library

Special Interest Groups
(SIGs)

Online Books & Courses
Chapters

Conferences

Calendar of Events
Awards

Boards & Committees
Educational Activities
Public Policy

Online Communities
Computing News

Buy Proceedings &
Videos

ACM Europe

The ACM Europe Council is a new effort recently launched by ACM to recognize and support Europea
members and activities.

About the ACM Europe Council

ACM has launched a new effort to recognize and support European ACM members and ACM activities in Eurog
significant, with more than 15,000 members, many ACM chapters, and a large number of ACM sponsored con
itself, the European ACM community has been in existence for more than 50 years. The goal of this effort is
ACM by improving the exchange of ideas, and by raising awareness with the public and with European decisic
educational, and social issues related to computing.

The ACM Europe Council, a new organization within ACM, aims to increase the level and visibility of ACM ac
comprises European computer scientists committed to fostering the wisibility and relevance of ACM in Europe,
European ACM activities, from high-quality ACM conferences in Europe, to expanding ACM chapters, to encol
Europeans in all dimensions of ACM.
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British Computer Society

e Started in 1957

e Re-launched in 2010 as

— BCS The Chartered Institute for IT

14



7 Check - |4a Translate - 5 | AutoFill - 4

&3 Share~ &~ [ Sidewiki -

57 Favorites | 9.5 4= Beijing, Beijing Forecast .. = Beijing, Beijing Forecast ... 4 Beijing, Beijing Forecast ... g Judith Petts appointed De... & Suggested Sites v &

% Google | british computer society = | *§ search ~ +’ =R N

_| P BCS - The Chartered Institute for IT [ | Mo

The Chartered Institute for IT e fi

Enabling the information society
Home | About BCS | Contact & Help | Login |5

Qualifications, Training, Careers Membership and Networking Opinion, News, Analysis Products, .
; Welcome to BCS -
- The Chartered Inst
.. With over 70,000 member
¥ world, we're creating an |
to lead the information sod
y ! Discover more
4 @ >
About us Feature

BCS, The Chartered Institute for IT, promotes wider social and Does IT make you happiel
economic progress through the advancement of information
technology science and practice. A new global study from Bt
has found that some ofthe
warld's poorest countries &
amangst the happiestthar

to their access to and use

We serve over 70,000 members including practitioners, businesses,
academics and students, in the UK and internationally.
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BCS Academy of Computing

« New learned society activity launched this year to bring
together all the research and education initiatives run
under the auspices of the BCS

« Supported by CPHC (Committee of Professors and Heads of
Computing) and UKCRC (UK Computing Research
Committee)

« Any member of the BCS who wants to become a member of
the Academy does so for free. Non-members pay a nominal
fee to become a member of the Academy

16
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The Chartered Institute for IT T

Enabling the information society
Home | About BCS | Contact & Help | Login |5

Qualifications, Training, Careers Membership and Networking Opinion, News, Analysis Products,

Your location: # © Membership and Metworking .~ BCS Academy of Computing

About BCS

| CQualifications, Training, Careers BCS ACademy Of Com putlﬂg

Membership and Networking

E BCS Ace
Roadmap (PD

About membership

Grades

Become a member

BCS Academy of Computing

Become Chartered
The BCS Academy of Computing now has its own website:

Upgrading and renewing membership http:lacademy.bcs.org

zroup Membership (Employers) The BCS Academy of Computing is a Learned Society dedicated to advancing
computing as an academic discipline. The Academy formally came into being on 8

SEiEn R Dt Qctober 2009 when its terms of reference were approved by the BCS Board of

Member Area Trustees.

BC S5 Academy of Computing
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What has happened in this space of time

The establishment of the Royal Society was driven by the
invention of the printing press

The evolution of learned societies today is driven by the
invention of the Web

This has changed forever the way we do research and the
way we disseminate the results of our research

18
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The Open Journal Project

"Bringing journals alive on the
World Wide Web"

Fast facts

The Open Journal project is effectively closed.

Finding out about it: The work of the project was described at length in the final report and more succinctly in a paper in 0-Lib Msgszine, al
starting points if you want to find out what the project did and what it achieved.

What happens next? The Cpen Citation Project, also funded by JISC, is extending the work pioneered by the Open Journal project to citatic
scale eprint archives, notably the LANL physics eprint archive. The scope and requirements of citation linking have grown significantly since t
project began and new developers have emerged. The new project involves all those who are creating the latest and best in linking tools and =
What was it? An R&D project

Funded by: Electronic Libraries (elib) programme

Start date: May 1395 End date (funded phase): May 1998

R&D centres: Multimedia Research Group, Southampton University, and Electronic Publishing Research Group, Mottingham University
Other partners: Eleven publishers of primary and secondary journal information. Details

Mission statement: To build a framework for publishing applications enabling journals on the Web to be interlinked in ways which build on th
qualities and identities of the journals, and which increases the readers’ ability to follow, search and access the literature for themed study ar
the maximum available online resources.

Deliverables: Demonstrator Open Journals for evaluation and selected open access

eLib category: Electronic Journals

Keywords: electronic journals, digital libraries, hypertext linking

Aim

The aim of the Open Journal project was to provide a framework for publishing journals in a network environment. on the World Wide
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Open Access and Institutional Repositories with E}

EPrints is the most flexible platform for building high guality, high value repositories, recognised as the gasiest and
fastest way to set up repositories of research literature, scientific data, student theses, project reports, multimedia
artefacts, teaching materials, scholarly collections, digitised records, exhibitions and performances.

; Within this site you will find information and resources to make open access a reality within your own institution: open
source software and support, commercial hosting, training and development services and also open access advice and

information.

~

dth June 2010: Brefing document on EFPrnnts. CRIS and Research Impact

Training Latest: The next EPrints training course will be taking place on September 15th-16th. This course will have a particular focus on pragmatic skills for

repository managers. Contact EPrints Senices to register.

EPrints Repository Software EPrints Services
EPrints open source software is a flexible platform The EPrints services team provides a fee-based
for building high quality, high value repositories. It is advice and consultancy service that can deliver a
recognised as the easiest and fastest way to set up range of solutions, from initial help and guidance
repositories of research outputs of literature, through to a completely managed service for an
scientific data, theses and reports or multimedia institutional repository.
artefacts from collections, exhibitions and
performances. We have experience with deploying repositories at

all scales, ranging from large, broad-based research

= Archive Documents, Multimedia and Data universities to single-subject departments, and will
= Multi-Language Support take time to understand your particular

Open Access to Research

We are creating the environment in which Ope
Access will become the norm for distributing
research:

= ROAR tracks the growth of existing OA Arct

« ROARMAF tracks the growth of institutional
archiving policies.

= ROMED tracks journal/publisher "green” pol

—_ ——mf . _ A ___ BT
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% Google | eprints southampton | *§ search - +’ Do

School of Electronics

University of Southampton = ECS = Research = Publications

ECS Research Welcome to ECS EPrints Repository
R h G 5 g . : a e
e muﬂ_" ECS was the first academic institution in the world to adopt a self-archiving mandate (2001). All the research output of z
Researcher Profiles members of the School is available and fully searchable in our online repository. This repository contains 11488 records.
Mg i ] more about our EPrints Software and Open Access to Research.

Graduate School Search
Seminars

Research Facilities Feturn all matching records |E|

Centres and Institutes

=
®
=

Latest Technologies
View: Recently added items | Download Statistics

Publications
Fublications Home Recently added publications

This weeks new additions

schraefel, m. c. (2010) What does It Look Like, Reallv? Imaagining how Citizens might Effectively, Usefully and
Easilv Find. Explore, Query and Re-present Open/Linked Data. In: International Semantic Web Conference, nov,
Browse by research group 2010, shanghai. (In Press)

Browse by yvear

Search

[y

Cai, Z., Tong, D., Freeman, C. and Rogers, E. (2011) Application of Newton-method Based ILC to 20 Stroke

2. BRehabilitation. In: 18th IFAC World Congress, August 28 - September 2, Milano, Italy. (Submitted) Item not
Intranet Tools available online.
Add publications
3 Shadbolt, N. (2010) From Data to Decisions: ¢The Power of Information €in the Age of the Web of Linked

Data. In: Royal Signals Institution Annual Seminar, 19th October, 2010, HQS Wellington, Londaon.

[ RSS 1.0 Feed
Fl rRSS 7.0 Fead
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Subszcribe (Full Service) Register (Free, Limited Service) Login

R T A L Search: @ The ACM Digital Library ) The Guide

Full text of every article ever published by ACM. + Browse the Digital Library:
« Using the ACM Digital Library ; + Journals
; : + Magazines
s Freguently Asked Questions (FAQ's) . e Transactions
+« For Consortia Administrators : s Proceedings
: e Newsletters
ACM Transactions on Computation Theory (TOCT) Seeking Editor-in-Chief - s Publications by Affiliated Organizations

Deadline for nominations is October 1. For more information please visit the Call

- ¢ Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
for Mominations page.

« ACM Oral History interviews

ACM Transactions on Mathematical Software (TOMS) Seeking Editor-in-

Chief Personalized Services: Login reguired
Deadline for nominations is October 31. For more information please visit the & My Binders
TOMS EIC search page. . . :
: Save search results and queries. Share binders
Journal of Data and Information Quality Debuts bibliographies.
All articles in the first issue of JOIQ are freely available through December 2010. : W T10C Senice
: Receive the table of contents via email as new i
available.

Recently loaded issues and proceedings:
{available in the DL within the past 2 weeks)

Author Profile
Mew feature |
quick view of

-

Journal on Computing and Cultural Heritage (JOCCH)
Volume 3 [ssue 2

ACM Transactions on Accessible Computing
(TACCESS) e CrossRef Se

Violiime 3 leene 1 . achiehes.
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# Publish in
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| IC5T uses web technologies to advance democracy, | Empowering you to proactvely utilize the society for
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| scientific collaboration and technology innovation | achievements recognized through unbiased peer Recognitior
| processes globally. | evaluation in a way no society has done before.
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Why is it not a membership organisation
-Too expensive to set up?
-Why would people join?

epscience

TRUST

Research
Education
Thought Leadership

www.webscience.org
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New European initiatives

« Academia Europaea
— Pan-European Academy of Science
— Strong Informatics section currently chaired by Herman Maurer

« Do we need a new learned/professional society for
computing/computer science/informatics in Europe that supports
individual membership?

— Need to think very carefully about its aims and purpose
— Why would people join
— Where would the investment come from

« Networks help us find our voice but can we have too many of them?

25



