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Initial comments

• I’m talking about societies that support individuals as 
members rather than societies that support institutions as 
members

• So I’m not addressing specifically issues around the • So I’m not addressing specifically issues around the 
organisation of societies such as ECSS, CRA, CPHC (UK)

• But some comments before I go on

– Diversity

– Departmental Evaluation – there be dragons! Cf. UK 
RAE/REF exercise and university league tables 
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Learned Societies

Where did it all begin?
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Royal Society
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Association of Computing Machinery

• Started in 1947

• The world’s largest educational and scientific computer 
society 
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Association of Computing Machinery

• Journals – through Publications Board 

• Conferences – through SIGs

• Awards, particularly the Turing Award

• Fellowship, senior membership levels and distinguished services • Fellowship, senior membership levels and distinguished services 
recognition

• Increasingly driven by issues around policy and professionalism

• ~100,000 members and rising

• But this is tiny compared to the numbers of people working in 
computing around the world
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ACM Regional Initiatives

• Europe

• India

• China

– deal with the Chinese Computer Society (CCS)
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British Computer Society

• Started in 1957

• Re-launched in 2010 as 

– BCS The Chartered Institute for IT
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BCS Academy of Computing

• New learned society activity launched this year to bring 
together all the research and education initiatives run 
under the auspices of the BCS 

• Supported by CPHC (Committee of Professors and Heads of • Supported by CPHC (Committee of Professors and Heads of 
Computing) and UKCRC (UK Computing Research 
Committee)

• Any member of the BCS who wants to become a member of 
the Academy does so for free. Non-members pay a nominal 
fee to become a member of the Academy
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What has happened in this space of time 

• The establishment of the Royal Society was driven by the 
invention of the printing press

• The evolution of learned societies today is driven by the 
invention of the Webinvention of the Web

• This has changed forever the way we do research and the 
way we disseminate the results of our research
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http://icst.org/
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Why is it not a membership organisation 
-Too expensive to set up?
-Why would people join?

research / thought leadership / insightwww.webscience.org

Research
Education
Thought Leadership



New European initiatives

• Academia Europaea

– Pan-European Academy of Science

– Strong Informatics section currently chaired by Herman Maurer

• Do we need a new learned/professional society for 
computing/computer science/informatics in Europe that supports 
individual membership?

– Need to think very carefully about its aims and purpose

– Why would people join 

– Where would the investment come from

• Networks help us find our voice but can we have too many of them?

25


